
BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in the 
Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford
 on Thursday, 14th May 2020 at 3.00  p.m. 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________
CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Pat O’Toole.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell, 

Colm Murray and Paul Ross. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer.




Mr. Paul Newell, Senior Executive Engineer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne. Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Standing Order No. (27) (a)
   -    Matters not covered by Standing Orders.

Standing Order No. (4)   (a)      -  Place of Meeting.

Councillor Pat O’Toole, Cathaoirleach, referred to the following Sections of the Ballymahon Municipal District Standing Orders  - 

·  No. (27) (a)
-  
Matters not Covered by Standing Orders  -

The Cathaoirleach will have power to deal with any matter not covered by Standing Orders

· No. (4)   (a) 
 - 
Place of Meeting 

The Meetings shall be held in the Community Library, Ballymahon.

On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed that due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting of Ballymahon MD be held here in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford.

It was noted that it is strongly recommended by the Department that formal decisions, which are required under statute to be made by a Council at a meeting properly constituted under the Local Government Act 2001, be taken at meetings held in a physical place.  

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor M. Cahill, the Minutes of Meetings of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 7th April 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING.

2020 Community Grant Support Scheme

On the proposal of Councillor G. Farrell seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the 2020 Community Grants Support Scheme applications, as outlined at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 7th April 2020. 

On the proposal of Councillor G. Farrell seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the additional 2020 Community Grants Support Scheme applications, as presented to the meeting. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
Noted
MANAGEMENT REPORT  - circulated.
Noted. 
SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND- APPROVED BUDGET FOR 2020  -  €36,000.
It was noted that there is an amount of €13,000 remaining to be allocated under the 2020 Special Projects Fund. 

NOMINEE FOR THE 2020 CATHAOIRLEACH AWARDS.

On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach, Councillor P. O’Toole, seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill, it was unanimously agreed that Michael Greally be nominated as Ballymahon Municipal District’s nominee for the 2020 Cathaoirleach Awards.

Councillor O’Toole stated that for the past fourteen years Michael has led his eighteen co-workers as the Supervisor on the Ballymahon Community Employment Scheme and for thirteen years prior to that he was Assistant Supervisor which is twenty seven years unbroken service to the communities of Ballymahon and Tang.
Michael’s contribution to the local community has been immense as, apart from his day to day duties on the Community Employment Scheme, he has given twenty five years voluntary service as both Treasurer and Chairman of the local Royal Canal Amenity Group and was a founding member of the Ballymahon Tidy Towns Committee in 2007/8 and its treasurer since then.
If you happen to travel through Ballymahon during any month in Spring, Summer or Autumn you are likely to see Michael with his car and trailer loaded up with water barrels spraying cans and all types of implements as he goes about the task of keeping the town in the best shape possible and ensuring that the trees shrubs and flowers get the best of attention, not just 9 to 5 Monday to Friday but every day of the week.

The Royal Canal is very much his pride and joy particularly in later years as it was cleaned and dredged to allow small boats navigate it again and then was enhanced even further with the provision of the walkway/cycleway in more recent times which is proving such a great amenity for locals and visitors alike.

Michael’s easy going manner and hands on approach to his role as Supervisor of the C.E Scheme endeared him to all the participants down through the years and when he steps away into retirement at the end of July he will leave a void that will be hard to fill but, we are sure his voluntary community involvement will not be diminished in the slightest.

DATE FOR  2020 BALLYMAHON MD ANNUAL MEETING.
It was agreed that that the 2020 Ballymahon Municipal District Annual Meeting be held on the 18th June 2020 at 2.00 p.m. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Drainage Issue at Cashel GAA.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor C. Murray   -
“That Longford County Council fixes the drainage issue at Cashel GAA, as a matter of urgency.” 
P. Newell outlined two options which could resolve this issue  -

(a) The GAA move the soakpit to another area of their site as part of their development.
(b) The second option would require a complete drainage study of the area and the possibility of piping the water towards the quarry. This will have the effect of discharging more water to this area which saw flooding in 2009.  This option would also have significant costs due to the rock breaking needed to lay the pipe as there is no existing piped drainage system.  Funding is not readily available for this work.
It was agreed that Paul will liaise with the parties concerned. 

Lanesboro Community College.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill        -
“That Longford County Council Roads Department widen the footpath and erect a barrier at Lanesboro Community College as a matter of urgency and to fix the footpath directly opposite the Community College.” 
P. Newell suggested that the school should apply for CLAR funding for this work and that he will assist them with the application.  Repairs to the footpath could be considered later in the year, subject to funding being available.
R395 Castlepollard Road, Aghafin, Edgeworthstown
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor           -
“That the road be widened at the pinch point on the R395 Castlepollard Road, Aghafin, Edgeworthstown in the interest of the safety of children walking to school.”
It was noted that these works were completed in March 2020.

Verge between Stonepark School and St. Catherines Church, Curry.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill -
“That the verge between Stonepark School and St. Catherines Church, Curry be levelled with topsoil and grass resown so that it can be maintained and mown by Stonepark Community Group.”
Paul stated that this stretch of road is now part of the Longford MD Engineering area for maintenance.  The Longford MD Area Engineer has confirmed that they will carry out this works when the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.

Access to the Greenway at Newcastle Bridge, Ballymahon.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole-
“That the access to the Greenway at Newcastle Bridge, Ballymahon be altered to improve access for wheelchair users. This can be done by moving the stone slightly at the yellow barrier and putting tarmac at the corner and this would make this walk fully accessible.”
Paul confirmed that these works will be carried out when the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.
Footpath from Ardagh Village to Ardagh GAA Pitch
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill on behalf of Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor P. Ross -
“That this Council provides a footpath from Ardagh Village to Ardagh GAA Pitch.”
Paul stated that it is approximately 1300 meters from the pitch to the village.  This would cost approximately €360,000.  There is no funding available at the present time for the provision of footpaths.  
Green Housing Estate in Lanesborough.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell on behalf of Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill -
“That this Council enters into talks with Bord na Mona for the takeover of the Green Housing Estate in Lanesborough.”

P. Newell stated that the roadway in the Green Housing Estate is currently in charge and was resurfaced in November 2019.  Bord na Mona replaced the footpaths a number of years ago.   The green areas, services and footpaths are in the ownership and maintained by Bord na Mona.  For taking in charge, the developer or owner of the estate must initiate the process.  

Paul stated that even if taken in charge, the grass areas will not be maintained by the Council.
Shared Car Park between Clonbonny Graveyard and Rathcline GAA Pitch.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell on behalf of Councillor M. Casey and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill-
“That the shared car park between Clonbonny Graveyard and Rathcline GAA Pitch be resurfaced and lined to enable safe parking.”
Paul stated that there is €4,662 funding remaining in the 2019 Special Projects Fund from the provision of lighting at Clonbonny in 2019.  If Rathcline GAA are in a position to match fund, this could be used to surface the carpark this summer.  Gerard agreed to discuss this proposal with the club.
Junction at Carrickboy
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor P. Ross  -
“That Longford County Council takes appropriate steps to improve sight lines around the junction at Carrickboy in the interest of road safety as a matter of urgency.”
P. Newell stated that the Road Design Office are assessing the issue and applying for funding to the TII.  A significant improvement was made on the east side of N55 junction in 2014.  This motion relates to the Ardagh side of the junction.

Taking in Charge of Dun Aras Housing Estate in Ballymulvey, Ballymahon 
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor P. Ross -
“I call on Longford County Council to give a timeframe as to when the Dun Aras Housing Estate in Ballymulvey, Ballymahon will be taken in charge.”
Longford County Council is awaiting an application from the developer/owner to take the estate in charge.
Walkway/cycleway along the banks of the Inny River from Ballymahon Bridge to Newcastle Bridge.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill
“I call on Longford County Council to give a commitment to complete the walkway/cycleway along the banks of the Inny River from Ballymahon Bridge to Newcastle Bridge, to compliment the recent opening of the new Greenway from Newcastle Bridge to the Royal Canal at Kilcurry.”
Paul stated that the Council recognises the importance of this proposed link.  However it requires agreement of all the relevant land owners and a successful funding application in order to progress.
Low Cost Safety Scheme works on the L-1132-0 at Kilcommock Glebe.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor  P. O’Toole          -
“I call on Longford County Council to carry out Low Cost Safety Scheme works on the L-1132-0 at Kilcommock Glebe. The tight turn with a blind entrance is proving a significant risk to road users.”
P. Newell to meet with Councillor Murray when the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted to ascertain what work is involved.  The project will be added to the list for future Low Cost Safety Scheme applications

Surface Works on the parking/roadside areas at Moydow New and Old Cemeteries.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill              -
“I call on Longford County Council to carry out surface works on the parking/roadside area’s at Moydow New and Old Cemeteries.”
P. Newell confirmed that this work will be carried out. 
At the end of the meeting Councillor Colm Murray thanked all the Council’s front line employees and those involved in the Community Call initiative for the support and help they have provided to communities and vulnerable people during the COVID-19 pandemic.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: __________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
23rd July 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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